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purchase this title. 

At age 18, Rion enrolled in Cornell University's 
School of Architecture with a solid path laid out 

and a future full of promise. Four years later, he 

committed suicide. In the years and months  

leading up to their son's death, his parents David 
and Susan painfully witnessed Rion's struggles 

with mental illness and tried vigilantly to  

provide or find the help he so desperately 
needed. In the end, their efforts failed. 

 

"This emotional memoir moves at the perfect 
pace to tell this sad and powerful story…The 

book is heart-wrenching and enlightening in 

equal measure…Even the devastating moments 

at the center of this memoir are written about 
with grace, emotion, and care…With their  

varying voices, Susan and David Wight manage 

to make their son's story not his alone, but one 
that shines light on how an experience like this 

affects an entire family." —Critic's Review, 

BookLife Prize 2020 
 

Return to Ithaca portrays a family's journey 

through the darkness of mental illness and  

suicide, and the search for resolution, healing, 
and new meaning. Ultimately, the book is a  

testament to family healing and a guide to over-

coming tragedy and grief.  

Return To Ithaca 

https://amzn.to/4krXDmv
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Crossing Nevada begins as a family road 
trip across the Nevada desert. From there, 

the story continues over decades as a  

journey depicting the struggle of the  

family trying to come to grips with  
disability, death, love, and heartbreak. At 

various crossroads in his life, the boy, now 

a young man, returns to Nevada again and 
again in search of sanctuary, healing, and 

renewal. 

Crossing Nevada 

Book 1 

https://amzn.to/43tkqZi

